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Abstract A new subspecies of Agrias aedon Hewitson, 1848 is described from Costa Rica. 
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Agrias aedon Hewitson, 1848 was described from eastern Colombia, Chiriqui, Muzo, rio 
Negro sup., and is known to be distributed from the northwestern part of Colombia and 
Venezuela to the southern part of Mexico. This species is very rare and is not widespread 
(Barselou, 1983; Sorimachi, 1998). According to Neild (1996) and Späth (1999), A. aedon 
is divided into 2 subspecies, ssp. aedon ranging in Colombia and Venezuela and ssp. 
rodriguezi Schaus, 1918, described from Guatemala, Vera Paz, ranging from Costa Rica to 
S. Mexico (Fig. 7). In ssp. aedon the forewing red patch is enlarged without a blue margin 
and the hindwing blue patch is reduced (Fig. 5), and in ssp. rodriguezi the forewing red 
patch is reduced and is widely surrounded by blue and the hindwing blue patch is well 
developed (Fig. 3). Several forms have been named and some were treated as subspecies 
by Rebillard (1961) and Salazar & Constantino (2001). These are schultzei Rebillard, 1961 
(=magdalenae Schultze, 1928) from Colombia, salvini Fruhstorfer, 1895 from Colombia, 
Manauré, pepitoensis Michael, 1930 from Cordill. occ. rio Pepito, denhezi Descimon & 
Mast, 1974 from Colombia, Cisneros. However, these four taxa are considered to 
constitute a nominotypical subspecies group, or even regarded as standing within the extent 
of variation of the nominotypical subspecies. 


Recently, we have found a unique specimen of A. aedon from a new locality of Costa Rica, 
whose facies is somewhat intermediate between the two subspecies, and is different from 
the known nominal taxa mentioned above (Fig. 1). In Costa Rica, ssp. rodriguezi is 
distributed at a height of 600 to 1,200 meters on the Caribbean side (De Vries, 1987), while 
the new locality is located at a height of 300 meters on the Pacific side (Fig. 8). Although 
the material is only one specimen and we cannot decide whether this specimen represents a 
geographical population or it is merely an aberrant, we venture to describe it as a new 
subspecies. The reasons are that the new locality is very remote from the known Caribbean 
range of rodriguezi, and that the wing marking of rodriguezi is very stable and that no form 
similar to this specimen has been recorded (according to Späth (1999), only a yellow type 
was known). 


Agrias aedon toyodai ssp. nov. (Figs 1, 2) 


&. Length of forewing 40.3 mm, smaller than nominotypical subspecies aedon, almost the 
same size as subspecies rodriguezi. Forewing red patch enlarged, laterally expanded to just 
before tornus with its lower margin fully reaching vein 1 over its whole length and the 
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Figs 1-6. Agrias aedon sspp. 1. A. a. toyodai ssp. nov., holotype #. 2. Ditto. Verso. 3. A. a. 
rodriguezi Schaus, 4. 4. Ditto. Verso. 5. A. a. aedon Hewitson, ^. 6. Ditto. Verso. 


anterior margin showing a large arch; the red patch surrounded by blue as in rodriguezi, but 
the width of blue gradually narrowing towards the tornus by enlargement of the red patch 
both in the anterior part and above the hind margin. Hindwing with a large blue patch, 
which spreads from discal area to outer margin as in rodriguezi; its coloration is deep blue 
similar to rodriguezi from Costa Rica (Figs 3, 5). Verso surface basically dark brown as in 
rodriguezi from Costa Rica (Figs 4, 6). 
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Fig. 7. Geographical distribution of Agrias aedon subspp. 
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Fig. 8. A distribution map of Agrias aedon toyodai ssp. nov. (@) and A. a. rodriguezi (@) in Costa 
Rica. 1. Santa Cecilia. 2. San Miguel. 3. Braulio Carrillo. 4. Turrialba. 


Holotype. #, Santa Cecilia alt. 300 m, Guanacaste, Costa Rica, Mar. 2003, now in the 
collection of Masashi Hirata, will be deposited in Nawa Insect Museum, Gifu. 


Distribution. NW. Costa Rica. 


Remarks. The new subspecies toyodai has some unique characteristics and can readily be 
distinguished from the other subspecies. The shape of the red patch of the forewing is very 
. similar to that of the nominotypical subspecies aedon, while the size of the specimen, the 
shape and coloration of the blue patch of the hindwing, and the dark brown coloration of 
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the verso surface are very similar to ssp. rodriguezi from Costa Rica. Judging from the 
locality and the similarity in wing marking, the new subspecies is apparently most closely 
related to ssp. rodriguezi. 


Etymology. The subspecific name, toyodai, is dedicated to Dr Shoichiro Toyoda, who is 
the Honorary Consul General, Costa Rica, and who seeks to establish friendly relations 
between Costa Rica and Japan. 
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Agrias aedon ti KALTER (BUY EY RAFLI) POPKA SV IBMBE CHATA. RAH 
FREED IUEMICDM SN, PKI ICR, AAV YIPO AY IBC CHE 
rodriguezi (RAVE HIL PRATAP FVD) SATA]. WAS KE (SAE 41.8 mm), WAR ACIS 7 — 
F AICHE L, IRIE TS. HRMS DISARM O BEL ES BV. RAL PA (SAME 40.1 
mm), HWA IHD LP FM LR OT, ELAM Lo TZOAN ANA. RMON 
AARRE CAR (IETS. OKIE PRB Sold, DAY EST BDAC schultei, salvini, petitoensis, 
denhezi & oo R l OPOMBMMRS N, THOM CLE SIMA LE LTHDNASDD HSM, 
IAF VY AVAL PARR ORAL KEL TWA k3 T, rodriguezi DIC IC AUR S 1 72 HI rodriguezi 
KCEE L TRENEZ Dok. SEAS EE rodorigueziD FAA IES AIA YA 
KEk V ARES ETDS, ZORKI rodriguezi t ORY Lb BRL AO TC, HAA Agrias aedon 
toyodai & L TEER L 7e. AH AE EJE rodriguezi “SISA K. Bd BL CAS, AMAR ISR 
PERZI T ERT- FBC L, CNC PEO T rodriguezi C 55 1S BRS CT 
CHIE < eS. RBIS rodriguez MIRC RELEET. TAY) ABW CAMILA 
DAY THEE SH 600-1,200 m CIRO CT HOY (CHA rodriguezi BREF AIDE BMON TIA. AK 
PO Malte NS OBA tLe 0, AEA 300 mH CHA. 
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